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The CA assesses current knowledge and experience to identify the most effective investments and management decisions in water management for agriculture for reducing poverty and enhancing food and environmental security.  

Apologies for Cross-Postings
News
The Assessment 
First drafts of thirteen CA chapters are expected on 31 July, and will be followed by the first review.   You can participate in developing chapters through online discussions or by reviewing the chapters.  Please see the CA website to find out more. If you want to participate in the review process, please email:  comp.assessment@cgiar.org.
See the Book outline with its chapters.

Online Chapter Discussions

Join the CA online discussions on key issues of water management in agriculture: 

· on ground water use (21/06 to 8/07) email: casyn-groundwater@cgiar.org

· on water productivity (30/06 to 8/07) email: casyn-wtr-productivity@cgiar.org
· on rainfed agriculture (7/07 to 18/07) email: casyn-rainwater@cgiar.org & cecilia.ruben@sei.se
Open Consultation & Feedback on Chapter Outlines (prepared after first online discussion and authors writing workshop)

· on irrigation (30/06 to 8/07) email: casyn-irrigation-impacts@cgiar.org
· on policy and institutions (30/06 to 8/07) email: casyn-policies@cgiar.org
· on poverty (11/7 to 18/07) email:casyn-poverty@cgiar.org
Focused Group Discussions

· on marginal quality water with chapter team (30/06 to 6/07)

· on scenarios with each of the chapter teams during July (starting 8 July) and with a larger audience from mid-August.

Workshops

Ten CA chapter teams or writing teams met and prepared annotated chapter outlines. 

June 2005 has been an active month for the CA chapter teams. Nearly 90 authors and contributors met under the guidance of their respective writing teams in parallel workshops to agree on key messages and a common outline. Six chapter meetings were held in Montpellier, France, and were organized together with the MEDA EU funded ISIIMM project and the Swedish water house; a Scenario group meeting was held in Washington D. C. hosted by IFPRI, a rice chapter meeting took place at IRRI in the Philippines, and a small meeting on fisheries was held in London.  Each chapter team spent 2 ½ days in intensive brainstorming and writing sessions.  It was an essential milestone for preparing draft chapters expected by the end of July. The writing teams are now actively engaged in gathering contributions from authors and synthesizing. 

The following workshops were held:

· on scenarios development (1-3/06); contact: Mark Rosegrant, IFPRI

· on poverty & gender (31/05 to 2/06); contact: Gina Castillo, Novib

· on policy and institutions (2-4/06); contact: Doug Merrey, IWMI (with a working group on water pricing in agriculture (book) (3-4/06), contact: Francois Molle, IRD/IWMI 
· on ecosystems (5-7/06); contact: Michael Moore, SIWI

· on irrigation (6-8/06) ; contact: Jean Marc Faures, FAO

· on land & water degradation (6-8/06); contact: Deborah Bossio, IWMI
· on low quality water (8-10/06); contact: Manzoor Qadir, ICARDA/IWMI
· on rice (6-8/06); contact: Bas Bouman, IRRI

· on fisheries (20-22/06); contact: Sugunan, WorldFish

The Basin writing Team met the 4-5 July 2005 in Udon,Thailand to write the first chapter draft (built on previous workshop sessions and online discussion).

More information will be available on the CA synthesis section, e.g. presentation of the CA synthesis to the chapter teams; “what is an assessment” presentation, as well as chapter templates.  Workshop reports are in the final stages of preparation and will be made available under the individual web-pages of each theme.

CA at Conferences
CA material will be presented at:

· IAASTD meeting “design of scenarios in IAASTD”, 18-20 July, Rome 

· World Water Week and the 15th Stockholm Water Symposium, 21-27 August 2005, Stockholm, Sweden; www.siwi.org
· PAWEES 2005 International Conference on Management of Paddy and Water Environment for Sustainable Rice Production, 7–8 September 2005, Kyoto, Japan. (announcement) (list of presentation). More.  
· 19th ICID Congress on Use of Water and Land for Food and Environmental Sustainability, 10-18 September 2005, Beijing, China. www.icid.org
CA Publications
Can be downloaded from Publications, including the Blue Paper: Investing in Water for Food, Ecosystems and Livelihoods, Stockholm 2004 and the book, Water Productivity in Agriculture: Limits and Opportunities for Improvement  
Featuring a CA Partner
ISIIMM (Institutional and social innovations in irrigation Mediterranean management). The aim of this project is to share experiences, knowledge and build new perspectives for sustainable water management in Mediterranean agriculture systems. It focuses on twelve well documented case studies inside river basins in six different Mediterranean countries and involve multiple stakeholders.  ISIIMM project is part of the European MEDA program born as result of the Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conference on Local Water Management, Turin, 18-19 October 1999.  

About the Comprehensive Assessment

The Comprehensive Assessment of Water Management in Agriculture critically evaluates the benefits, costs, and impacts of the past 50 years of water development, the water management challenges communities are facing today, and solutions people have developed.  The results will enable better investment and management decisions in water and agriculture in the near future and over the next 50 years.  The assessment is produced by a broad partnership of practitioners, 
To know more about the Comprehensive Assessment 
To know more about the Synthesis phase of the CA 
To share your news - Contact: comp.assessment@cgiar.org (subject-news)
 

