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- progress in brief-
The Comprehensive Assessment of Water Management in Agriculture critically evaluates the benefits, costs, and impacts of the past 50 years of water development, the water management challenges communities are facing today, and solutions people have developed.  The results will enable better investment and management decisions in water and agriculture in the near future and over the next 50 years.  The assessment is produced by a broad partnership of practitioners, researchers, and policymakers. 
· News
· Events
· Publications
To know more about the Comprehensive Assessment 
To know more about the Synthesis phase of the CA 
To share your news - Contact: comp.assessment@cgiar.org (subject-news)
 

Apologies for cross-posting 
News
Join the CA online discussions on key issues of water management in agriculture (contact: d.vallee@cgiar.org, subject: join discussion…): 
· irrigation (9-24/05), 
· rice (9-24/05), 
· policies & institutions (14-27/05), 
· low quality water (14-27/05),
Join the second CA online discussion on draft chapter outlines elaborated by groups of experts online or in a small workshop, comment critically and contribute case studies, (contact:d.vallee@cgiar.org ; subject: join discussion…):
· on land degradation (27/04 to 14/05)

· on groundwater use (14-27/05),

· on rainfed agriculture (14-27/05)

· on water productivity (14-27/05)

CA chapter coordinating lead authors working in pace
CA coordinating lead authors met in Aleppo, Syria (8-10 April) to discuss the assessment, team work & composition, the CA process writing processes, content of the book and individual chapters, gaps in each chapter, overlaps between chapters and conflict issues. With a shared understanding of the CA, they are now implementing their individual work plan involving online discussions and a writing workshop. See the revised CA outline.
Water productivity experts progress towards a synthesis chapter
Water productivity is a central issue in the debate on water management in agriculture, and will be addressed in the cross-cutting issues session of the CA book. The chapter team meeting was held from 10-12 April in Aleppo, Syria (hosted by ICARDA) and clarified concepts, identified trends and conditions in the area and assessed the potential of various approaches to improve water productivity. This event was followed by a technical workshop on water productivity methodologies organized by ICARDA in the framework of the CGIAR Challenge Program. The workshop report and annotated outline will be available on the CA website from the 12 May 2005. (water productivity page)
An assessment book and a synthesis chapter on rainfed agriculture

An international group of 20 experts met from 10-12 April in Aleppo, Syria (hosted by ICARDA) to review the content of an assessment book on tropical and dry rainfed systems as well as to agree on the content of a CA synthesis chapter. The workshop report and revised annotated outline will be available online the 12 May 2005. (rainfed page)
Press releases & articles

Focus on Coastal Livelihoods
Balancing the water demands of agriculture and conservation; 
Management reforms needed in the Yellow River Basin [id21 Natural Resources Highlights]

Scientists Unite in Call for Action as Global Food Demands Threaten to Outstrip World Water Supply20, April 2005.
Events 

CA chapter teams meet to prepare detailed chapter outline jointly
June 2005 will be an active month for the CA chapter teams as they are expected to deliver their first drafts in July. 
The chapter writing teams will meet with an international group of contributing authors to develop detailed chapter outlines. The following meetings will be held:
· on scenarios development, hosted by IFPRI in Washington, D.C. (1-3 June); contact: Mark Rosegrant, IFPRI
· a series of small workshops in Montpellier, France hosted in Agropolis by ISSIMM and IRD; contact the CA secretariat
· on poverty & gender (31/05 to 2/06), 
· on policy and institutions (2-4/06 with a specific session on water pricing in agriculture the 3-4/06), (organizers: Doug Merrey & Eiman Karar)
· on ecosystems (5-7/06), (organizer: Michael Moore, SIWI)
· on irrigation (6-8/6), (organizer: Jean Marc Faures, FAO)
· on land & water degradation (6-8/06), (organizer: Deborah Bossio)
· on low quality water (8-10/6), (organizer: Manzoor Qadir)
· on rice at IRRI in the Philippines (6-8/6), (organizer: Bas Bouman, IRRI)
· on fisheries in London (end of June), (organizer: Patrick Dugan, WorldFish)
More information will be available on the CA synthesis webpage. For more information about the workshops, contact: mala.ranawake@cgiar.org

The CA participates in the next IAASTD design meeting also held in Montpellier the 23-25 May 2005. Contact: David Molden

Publications

IWMI Research Report 87, 2005
Economics and Politics of Water Resources Development: Uda Walawe Irrigation Project, Sri Lanka. François Molle, Mary Renwick Download 
IWMI Research Report 83, 2005
Spatial Variation in Water Supply and Demand across River Basins of India. Amarasinghe, Upali A.,Bharat R. Sharma, Noel Aloysius, Christopher Scott, Vladimir Smakhtin, Charlotte de Fraiture, A.K. Sinha and A.K. Shukla Download 

Comprehensive Assessment progress report 2004. Contact the CA secretariat.

